
GUIDANCE FOR MITIGATION OF HOSPITAL-ONSET COVID-19 INFECTION

IN INPATIENT UNITS DURING TIMES OF MEDIUM-HIGH COMMUNITY

COVID-19 ALERT LEVEL

ruYff
HEALTH+
HOSPITALS

DOC ID HHCMPA52O22 Effective Date: May 18,

2022

ll

:l
i

Purpose
To provide guidance and steps to mitigate hospital-onset COVID-19 infection among

patients during times of medium and high community COVID-19 alert level

Scope New York City Health + Hospitals System

Definitions Hospital-onset of
COVID-19 infection

COVID-19 infection diagnosed in the hospital acute care
setting in any patient who initially tested negative for
COVID-19 on initial admission screening test.

When to Use During times of medium or high levels of community COVID-19 alert level, as

deemed by NYC DOHMH, COVID-19 testing to be conducted on a routine basis in
inpatient setting to mitigate hospital onset of COVID-L9 infection.

NYC DOHMH indicates current COVID-19 alert level:
https://wwwL. nyc.gov/site/d oh/covid/covid-19-a lert-levels. page

a Notify your local infection control department if any cases of hospital-onset
COVID-19 are diagnosed.

Admissions to a unit are not required to be suspended after a case of hospital-
onset COVID-19. ln units with evidence of ongoing transmission, however,
service chiefs should decide to divert admissions temporarily, if feasible, based
on patient flow
The following recommendations below are to optimize patient safety and
minimize disruptions to bed flow. These measures are expected to be
temporary and subject to change depending on improving or worsening
transmission.

a

High or medium levels Active guidance

Low levels Not active guidance

Community COVID-19 Alert Level Guidance Active Status

Guidance
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a Decision to test an asymptomatic patient if recovered from COVID-19 in the
last 90 days should be made in consultation with local infectious disease and
infection control personnel.

Decision to test patient up-to-date with COVID-19 vaccination should be
made in consultation with local infectious disease and infection control
personnel.

COVID-positive patients during their infectious period should NOT be re-
tested as part of routine testing.

a

a

Additional testing for other patients
on the unit, including serial testing,
may be considered in consultation
with local infectious diseases

Routine PRL PCR

consultant or hospital
I

r9Pl de

On admission to the hospital Rapid test - use Liat, Biofire, or
Cepheid platform based on local

availability
Planned transfer to congregate unit PRL as a prioritized sample
Unplanned transfer to congregate
unit

Rapid test - use Liat, Biofire, or
Cepheid platform based on local

availability
2 days after new admission
For asymptomatic roommate(s) of
newly diagnosed hospital-onset
COVID-19 and any other high-risk
exposures identified by local staff,
do one-time testing

NOTE: if exposure to the COVID-
positive patient was <48 hours ago,

delay the testing until 2-5 days after
the exposure (or if symptoms
develop) if asymptomatic given

minimum incubation period

Routine PRL PCR

Routine PRL PCR

Any new COVID-like symptoms PRL as a prioritized sample

lndication for COVID-19 Testing Recommended Testing Platform

Additional
Considerations

Management of COVID-Positive Patients
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For Rest of the Unit:

References
lnterim Clinical Guidance for Management of Patients with Confirmed Coronavirus
Disease (COVID-19): https://www.cdc.sov/coronavirus/2019-ncovhcp/clinical-
quida nce-ma naRement-patie nts. htm I
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